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English Language Transition Project 
 
At A Level we follow the OCR Specification and will study the following topics:  

 Topical language issues such as gender, power and technology 

 Spoken language 

 Child language acquisition 

 Language in the media 

 Language change over time 

 A vast array of language terminology 

 
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce/english-language-h070-h470-from-2015/ 
 
At the end of the two years, you will take two exams (Component 
1 and Component 2) with three questions in each.  Each exam 
counts for 40% of your final grade.  There is also an independent 
coursework portfolio (Component 3) which includes two tasks 
and counts for 20% of your final grade. 

In this pack you will find some suggested tasks for you to 
complete independently and which will help you progress onto 
the A Level successfully.  Please bring any work that you complete 
to enrolment and we will give you feedback on how you have 
done.   

When completing the tasks, the number of quills (see right) 
indicates the level of difficulty.  Please also note, this pack is 
designed to be printed and so there may be issues with formatting 
if you try to type directly into the document. 

If you’d like to get in touch before enrolment about these tasks, get some feedback or find out more about the course, 
please email Ruth Dunford at rdu@woking.ac.uk .  Happy studying! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
        

 
 
 

   

 

 

Small step-up from GCSE – 
builds on knowledge & skills 

you already have. 

Larger step-up from 
GCSE – builds new 

knowledge & skills. 

Complex 
ideas & 

concepts. 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce/english-language-h070-h470-from-2015/
mailto:rdu@woking.ac.uk
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Superhero name: .................................................... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

List three adjectives to describe your 

superhero: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Task 1   

Use the outline provided to draw what you think a typical superhero looks like. 

Give them a name. 

List three ADJECTIVES* you would use to describe your superhero. 

*An adjective is a word that describes a noun e.g. the RED apple or the dog is HUNGRY. 
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Representations are words, pictures, sounds, sequences, stories, 
etc. that ‘stand for’ ideas, emotions, facts, etc.  Some examples are: 

 

intelligent person 

beauty 

family 

 

Anyone can create a representation that reflects their ‘idea’ of 

something, just like your superheroes... but they are not necessarily 

true and may reflect stereotypes (i.e. a widely held but fixed, 

oversimplified and often negative representation) rather than 

reality! 

 

 To be intelligent you don’t have to wear glasses. 

 Beauty doesn’t mean being slim with long hair. 

 Families do not always have a mother, father, two children and 

grandparents. 

Task 2   

Research the meaning of ‘representation’ and ‘stereotype’ and then check your ideas against those below.  Find three more 

examples of representations and three more examples of stereotypes relating to them. 
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Task 3  

Watch the following four clips and for each character write down at least three things to describe HOW the 

character is represented (write your ideas on the right-hand side of pages 5 and 6), e.g. Superman is shown to be 

strong and aggressive when defending innocent people. 

 

Superman Flight Scene 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VlINHSnUx9k 

Superman Fight Scene 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vkfUUqowQjA 

Supergirl Flight Scene 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r56yFhT_lxY 

Supergirl Fight Scene 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F9GXEpgQwm0 

 

Task 4  

Find examples of the listed language features (on the right-hand side of pages 5 and 6) in the descriptions of 

Superman and Supergirl (in the middle of pages 5 and 6). 

 

Interesting fact – 

Did you know there 

are nine superman 

films but just one 

Supergirl film? 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VlINHSnUx9k
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vkfUUqowQjA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r56yFhT_lxY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F9GXEpgQwm0
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Superman, also known as the Man 

of Steel, is one of the most 

powerful superheroes in the 

Universe and the most powerful 

being on planet Earth. He is faster 

than a speeding bullet and more 

powerful than a locomotive. His 

abilities include incredible super-

strength, super-speed, 

invulnerability, freezing breath, 

flight, and heat-vision. Using his 

immense solar-fuelled powers, he 

became Superman to defend 

mankind against all manner of 

threats while championing truth, 

justice and the American way! 

How is Superman represented? 

1............................................... 

................................................

2............................................... 

................................................

3...............................................

................................................. 

Read the text and find the following: 

Two metaphors 

 

Positive and hyperbolic language: 

a prefix 

a superlative 

a comparative 

 

Verbs related to success 

 

Nouns related to strength 

 

A proper noun that suggests he is 

adult 
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Supergirl is cocky, hip, and overly 

independent, though she does 

protect Earth at Superman’s 

request. Supergirl is not as powerful 

as Superman. She is stealthy as a 

cat and sneaky as a spy in order to 

avoid as much direct confrontation 

and hand-to-hand combat as 

possible.  She persuades people 

with her eloquence; she also wields 

a magic lasso that can ensnare 

others and force them to admit 

secrets.  She can manifest sunstone 

crystals from her body however only 

while under great stress.  She tries 

hard to make the world a better 

place but accepts she won't always 

be successful. 

How is Supergirl represented? 

1.............................................

..............................................

2.............................................

..............................................

3.............................................

.............................................. 

Read the text and find the following: 

Two similes 

Words with negative connotations 

Words that are considered 

feminine (are they nouns or 

adjectives?) 

Verbs related to communication 

A quote or two that that suggest 

she is less powerful than 

Superman 

A proper noun that suggests youth 
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.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

....................................................................................................... 

Task 5   

Now describe a superhero of your creation but ignore these stereotypical 

representations. 

They must be different in some way as well as not conforming to gender stereotypes. 

Try to include: a superlative or a comparative, a simile or metaphor, an unusual verb, an 

unusual noun, an unusual ‘power’, an unusual ‘weapon’. 
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Task 6   

Read the following article on pages 10-17 (taken from https://docplayer.net/20829485-
Fighting-like-a-girl-gendered-language-in-superhero-comics.html) 

According to the study, summarise how the language of male and female superheroes is 
different. 

Now watch a Marvel film (or two or more) of your choosing.  Do the findings of the study 
apply to the film you have watched or does the film disprove the study’s findings?  If you 
watch more than one film, perhaps pick those which were produced further apart to see 
if there has been a change over time or those with protagonists of different genders to 
enable you to make a comparison. 

1. Iron Man (2008) 
2. The Incredible Hulk (2008) 
3. Iron Man 2 (2010) 
4. Thor (2011) 
5. Captain America: The First Avenger (2011) 
6. The Avengers (2012) 
7. Iron Man 3 (2013) 
8. Thor: The Dark World (2013) 
9. Captain America: The Winter Soldier (2014) 
10. Guardians of the Galaxy (2014) 
11. Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015) 
12. Ant-Man (2015) 
13. Captain America: Civil War (2016) 
14. Doctor Strange (2016) 
15. Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 (2017) 
16. Spider-Man: Homecoming (2017) 
17. Thor: Ragnarok (2017) 
18. Black Panther (2018) 
19. Avengers: Infinity War (2018) 
20. Ant-Man and the Wasp (2018) 
21. Captain Marvel (2019) 
22. Avengers: Endgame (2019) 

Write at least one side summarising your findings.  You should write in PEA paragraphs, 
use language terms and provide language evidence in the form of quotes from the film/s 
wherever possible. 

 

 

https://docplayer.net/20829485-Fighting-like-a-girl-gendered-language-in-superhero-comics.html
https://docplayer.net/20829485-Fighting-like-a-girl-gendered-language-in-superhero-comics.html
https://amzn.to/2GZv7Ft
https://amzn.to/2xlZDKf
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0040Z9H5K?ie=UTF8
https://amzn.to/2H1hVjc
https://amzn.to/2LGeZfr
https://amzn.to/2H1bigN
https://amzn.to/2xnhLmT
https://amzn.to/2JehEyM
https://amzn.to/2xoyma2
https://amzn.to/2xqhSxW
https://amzn.to/2L5PLGa
https://amzn.to/2L2bpey
https://amzn.to/2sn2bC2
https://amzn.to/2snsvfq
https://amzn.to/2L6nrDV
https://amzn.to/2IV518l
https://amzn.to/2H3tpmE
https://amzn.to/2IX3puL
https://amzn.to/2TMkJsr
https://amzn.to/2DGlJIS
https://amzn.to/2Q0QqA9
https://amzn.to/2NV9q0g
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Task 7   

As a final task, and unrelated to the representation of superheroes this time, go over all 

your notes from GCSE and this pack and compile a glossary of the language features and 

technical terms that you have learned. 

You should put the list in alphabetical order, listing the language feature/technical term 

first followed by the definition and an example. 

You can start by adding in ‘Representation’ and ‘Stereotype’. 

 

 


